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Constraints to Industrial Fisheries
Development.
One of the major constraints to
industrial fisheries development in Nigeria is
the lack of a centralized and adequate berthing
facility in Lagos where about 90% of
operating fishing and shrimping vessels are
based. 'TWo Hundred and Forty (240 nos.)
Nigerian flag-registered fishing and
shrimping vessels, and Five Hundred and
Thirty (530 nos.) Reefer vessels were licensed
by the f-ederal Department of Fisheries in the
year 2007. Most of the vessels operated out of,
and discharged their lish catch I cargo at
different ports and jetties in Lagos.
Contribution of fisheries to I"ational
Economy
The contribution of fisheries to the
INTRODUCTION
Nigeria has a coastline of about 853
kilometers bordering the Gulf of Guinea in
the Atlantic Ocean. The coastline is
composed offour distinct geomorphic zones:
two of which arc the Niger Delta and the
Strand Coast. The r.... iger Delta extends for
about 500 kilometers f -om Benin River to the
Imo River mouth. It is the second largest delta
network in the world, nutrient fed by the
influx of debris by the rivers discharging into
the sea and renown for its abundant shrimp
and fisheries resources. The Strand Coast
extends for about 85 kilometers from the Imo
River mouth to the Cross River Estuary and is
characterized by active mixing of river and
sea waters. These two geomorphic zones arc
rich in nutrients and thus have a high
productivity level particularly for shrimps.
The Nigerian continental shelf covers
an area of about 41 ,000 krn' is relatively
narrow. [t widens progressively from 15 km2
off Lagos in the west to about R5 km2 off
Calabar in the south-east. The region of the
continental shelf between the shoreline and .
about 1 R meter contour is almost exclusively
fished by artisana1 fishermen due to the
declaration of a 5 nautical mile non-trawling
zone as provided for in the Sea Fisheries Act
(1992) but both the artisanal and industrial
fishermen exploit the waters between the 18
nautical mile and 40 nautical mile contour.
Nigeria exports about US$50 million worth
of shrimp to the European Union, the United
States of America and other countries
annually. There are serious efforts to increase
the level of export thereby generating higher
foreign exchange for the country.
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national economy is very significant in terms
of employment, income generation, poverty
alleviation, foreign exchange earnings and
provision of raw materials for the animal feed
industry. It is estimated that over 10 million
Nigerians arc actively engaged in primary and
secondary fisheries operations. The
importance of fisheries to the Nigerian
economy is indicated by its contribution to the
Gross Domestic Product, being about 4.5% in
the year 2007.
Nigerians are high fish consumers
with a total current annual fish demand of
about 2.50 million metric tons. Domestic fish
production is put at about 511,000 tonncs per
annum; while about 650,000 tonnes of fish is
imported every year to supplement national
production, making Nigeria the highest
importer of fish and fishery products in
Africa. There arc on-going efforts to increase
national fish production and make Nigeria a
net exporter of fish and fish products in the
nearest future. Nigerian shrimp is highly
valued in the international market and
presently generates over us $65.0 million
foreign exchange annually.
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investments in the industry is dwindling.
Unless urgent steps are taken by the Federal
Government of Nigeria and other
stakeholders to address the issue, the industry
may collapse thereby leading to food
insecurity, unemployment, loss of
livelihoods, deeper poverty and greater
restiveness in the coastal communities
including the Niger Delta.
r wish to recall the various reports of
the emerging crisis in the marine fisheries sub
-sector arising from the increasing wave of
sea piracy and armed robbery attacks 011
fishing vessels in the Nigerian marine waters.
These ugly incidences which started as an
isolated case in 2003 with only four
occurrences had grown to I07 in 2007.
However, and worse still, in January 2008
alone, an all time high of 50 attacks were
reported during which ten (10) lives of vessel
crew were lost in addition to the loss of
valuable onboard equipment and fishery
products. As a result of these dastardly
attacks, palpable fear was inflicted in the
psyche of all players in the sub-sector and
operators were therefore compelled to recall
all their vessels from sea and temporarily
ceased all operations.
It is pertinent to note that the
investment profile in this sub-sector which is
private-sector driven is in the neighbourhood
ofN30 billion and directly employs over 5000
Nigerians. Apart from this, it generates non-
oil foreign exchange of over $60 million per
annum through the sales of shrimps and other
fishery products. The temporary stoppage of
operations as earlier mentioned caused a lot of
anxiety among the down stream players of the
sub-sector, caused scarcity of fish and
consequentescalation offish prices leading 10
public protest by fish marketers. It therefore
stands to reason that, if a temporary
suspension of operation could cause such a
monumental social upheaval, the implication
of the total collapse of this sub-sector can
therefore be only imagined and could
negatively affect the realization ofthe 7-point
agenda of the present administration.
The location of a modern, centralized
Fishery Terminal at Lagos will solve many
problems associated with coordination of
fishing activities, collection and collation of
fisheries statistical data, contamination offish
and fish products, fish quality assurance and
accreditation of fish export by the United
States of America and European Union
Nations, and national security matters.
Presently, most fishing and shrimping vessels
operate out of private jetties with serious
security implications such as importation of
illegal drugs, arms and ammunition and
smuggling of contraband goods.
In the past years the marine fishing
industry has faced great challenges including
rising operational cost due 10 the prohibitive
priceof Automotive Gas Oil (AGO), and the
high incidence of sea armed robbery and
pirate attacks on fishing vessels. In the year
2004, there were 11 nos. pirate attacks on
fishing vessels; in 2005, 34 nos. cases were
reported; in 2006, 53 nos. cases were
reported; while in 2007, 107 nos. cases were
reported. So far, in 2008 nos. cas e s
have been reported. The leve I of
sophistication of the attacks on fishing vessels
atfishing grounds is getting higher leading to
lossof lives, communication equipment, fish
andshrimp products, etc. The losses are not
easily quantifiable. Most of the attacks take
placeat the eastern sea-board of the Nigerian
coastline.
The challenge of piracy in thc marine
sectorof the Nigerian fishing industry is a key
hindrance to the viability of investments. In
thepast months there have been confirmed
reports of attacks by pirates on fishing and
shrimping vessels at fishing grounds. Lives
and properties have been lost thus creating
fears and apprehension amongst fishing
vessel operators. There are reported cases of
pirates hijacking fishing vessels and using
them to attack oil tankers and merchant
vessels. This is very disturbing and a great
threat to the growth of the Nigerian marine
fishing industry. In fact, the level of new
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sales offish on the high seas.
• Prohibition of illegal bunkering
• Prevention of internal sabotage within
the fishing industry,
The implementation of some these
measures have commenced because of the
urgency of the situation. To this end, a press
conference aimed at showing the
preparedness of the Nigeria Navy to restore
order to the fishing environment, was
successfully held and given the necessary
publicity. The success ofthe Press Conference
was evidenced by the return to sea of 30% of
the fishing fleet thereafter and the fact that,
even though there were still reported cases of
sea pirate attacks on the vessels on their return
to sea, with catch-products and other
cqu ipment on board vessels carted away, there
had so far, been no reported loss of lives
suffered, nor any injury inflicted on the
crewmembcrs. A second international press
conference was also organized by NlMASA.
The registration of small crafts was being
vigorously pursued by NlMASA, while
NITOA has equally put measures in place to
eliminate internal sabotage. All these
measures fall" within the capacity: of the
agencies to implement without assistance.
However in areas Likeprovision of platforms
for the Nigeria Navy, patrol boats for the
Fisheries Department, vessel monitoring
systems (for checking the activities of the
vessels at sea) dedicated fishery terminal and
direct supply of AGO require further
government intervention.
There are on-going efforts by the I
Government to impLement the following
strategies in order to save the marine fishing
industry:-
• Provision of platforms for the Nigeria
Navy;
• Provision of patrol vessels for
resource monitoring for fDF;
• Construction of a central dedicated
Fishery Harbour in Lagos;
• Approval of direct allocation of AGO
to fishing vessels;
• Implementation ofa VMS programme
as a management tool;
In a bid to find a lasting solution to the
issue of piracy, allay the fears ofthe operators
and create an enabling environment for the
operators to go back to sea, the Honourable
Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources
in the year 2005 convened a meeting of all the
stakeholders in the Maritime sector to discuss
the problem of insecurity in the marine
fishing environment, with a view to
proffering lasting solution to the menace.
During the meeting, it was discovered that the
problem of piracy cannot be completely
divorced from other problems of the marine
fishing industry. The meeting therefore
adopted a holistic appi rach to the problems of
the fishing industry; which included, piracy,
lack of dedicated fishery terminal and non-
direct AGO allocation to the operators. At the
end of the deliberations, the Honourable
Minister of Agriculture and Water Resources
constituted a special Committee consisting of
the Nigerian Navy (NN), Nigerian Maritime
Adrninistrati on and Safety Agency
(NIMASA), Presidential Committee on
Maritime Safety and Security (PICOMSS)!
State security Services (SSS), Nigeria
Trawler owners Association (NITOA)! and
the Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Water
Resources (FMAWR). The Committee,
chaired by the Permanent Secretary,
FM!\&WR, was to advise Government on
how to tackle the increasing incidences of sea
piracy and other myriads of problems
affecting the marine fishing industry as earlier
mentioned.
The Committee met severally, and
collated the contributions submitted by
member agencies. These contributions
articulated measures to be taken in order to
make the marine environment safe for fishing
operations and therefore provide the leverage
for fishing vessels to resume operation as
soon as it was practicable.(Please see
Annexure) Some of these measures include:-
• Public enlightenment to involve all
relevanl stake holders especially to
show that the Nigeria Navy had the
capacity to deal with the situation
• Provision of more platforms for the
Navy, Ai r-force and Marine Police.
• Registrationofall crafts by NIMASA.
• Enforcement of prohibition of the
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State), and Ebughu (Akwa-Ibom
State) with the provision of light
patrol boats and communication
equipment to enable them undertake
effective MCS and rescue duties;
iv. The Nigerian Navy should establish
Forward Operational Bases along the
Nigerian coastline to monitor the
activities of fishing and shrimping
vessels and other maritime vessels.
Conclusion
[ believe strongly that if the above-
mentioned measures are taken by the
Government and other stakeholders, the
occurrence of piracy in the Nigerian marine/
coastal waters would be greatly minimized
and eventually brought under control.
Ithank you for your attention.
A.Y.Amire
Dlrcctor, Federal Department of Fisheries
Abuja, F.C.T.A
Recommendations
The Federal Department of Fisheries
believes that the following actions should be
taken by stakeholders to address the
cballenges of piracy in the marine fishing
industry, viz.
1. Establishment of Radar Monitoring
Centres at strategic locations along
the entire Nigerian coastline to
monitor the activities of fishing
vessels and undertake search and
rescue operations;
ii. Immediate registration and
licensing of all fishing canoes and
craft by coastal states in accordance
with the provisions of the Inland
fisheries Act (1992). This will enable
easier identi fication and arrest of craft
used for illegitimate activities;
III. Upgrading of the three Fisheries
Resource Monitoring. Control and
Surveillance (MCS) Zonal Centres at
Warri (Delta State). Borokiri (Rivers
MONTH 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
JANUARY 0 0 0 2 50
FEBRUARY 0 2 0 0
MARCH 0 4 1 11
APRIL 0 1 0 8
MAY 0 0 0 0
JUNE 1 0 0 0
JULY 1 0 4 1
AUGUST 0 1 0 0
SEPTEMBE 0 1 3 4
l)CTOBER 0 1 8 8
NOVEMBE 2 1 14 12
t)ECEMBER 0 0 4 7
~OTAl 4 11 34 53 107
SUMMARY OF PIRATE / SEA ARMED ROBBERY ATTACKS
Fund; necessary to complement the
funding of the Navy.
A summary of the pirate / sea armed-robbery
attacks on fishing and shrimping vessels is as
follows:
• Increasing the capacity ofNlMASA to
carry out its statutory functions
especially in the domain of
registration of crafts;
• Establishment of Maritime Trust
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country to certify consultants in the fisheries
industry and the steps taken so far to resist
such a move. The house was unanimous in
resolving that such an action should never be
allowed and W,TSmandated to pursue it to a
logical conclusion. We Invited the
organization for discussions after which we
were convinced the error arose from lack of
adequate communication and understanding.
The result was a request for the Society to
submit a proposal to the World Bank on the
MSME Nigeria project on the catfish supply
chain in three States in the country. With the
help of God we wrote the proposal and our
Society was chosen as one of the Business
Development Service provider in the catfish
supply chain in the country in four States
instead of the three States originally proposed
by the World Bank. The Society thereby got a
grant of forty five thousand US dollars
($45,000.00) for the project. I want to have it
on record that this is the first time in the
history of the Society that we are executing
such a World Bank Project.
Implementation: The project document was
circulated to all Executive council members
but the actual implementation strategies were
clearly stated in the project document
according to World Bank guidelines. The
money which is to be released in installments
is to be managed under a separate account
from the main Society's account. The choice
of signatories to the account was also dictated
under the guidelines. The fund is to be
managed in such a way that it must be
revolved for the next three years. There are.
also stated services which include the
development of training modules and actual
trainings on Best Practices in the catfish
supply chain.
Trainings: We have successfully carried out
two (2) training programmes in Lagos and
Oyo States. These were publicized in the print
and voice media, There were 48 participants
World Bank Micro, Small Medium
Enterprise (MSME) Nigeria Project,
BDSFund ofthe Catfish Farming Industry
Supply Chain Development Programme:
You will recall that at the last AGM, we J
made a report on the attempt by an
organization in conjunction with a foreign
2007 Fellowsihp Investiture and Award
Ceremony.
The 11th Fellowship Award Ceremony took
place at The Regency Han Ikeja, Lagos on the
17th of April, 2008. Eight deserving members
of the Society got Fellowship Awards. The
occasion was chaired by His Excellency, The
Executive Governor of Lagos State
Babatunde Fashola ably represented by the
Honourable Commissioner of Agriculture
and Cooperatives Chief Enoch Kolapoloye
Ajiboso, It was a grand and successful outing
for the. Society and we do appreciate the
Government and people of Lagos State for
honouring us with the large tU III out of top
Government functionaries and Civil Servants
at the occasion.
It is indeed a great pleasure to welcome all of
you to the Annual General Meeting at the
2008 Annual Conference of our great Society
the Fisheries Society of Nigeria. r want to
thank God for preserving our lives throughout
the past year by His mercies and for the Grace
He gave to us as individuals and as a Society
to have had a wonderful and rewarding year.
1 wish to thank you once again for your
believe in our Society evident in your
presence at this year's Annual Conference. I
thank God for joul l l ey mercies and I want to
say 1appreciate you all very much.
We gave a score card of our achievements last
year at the 22n~annual conference held at
Kebbi and also made some resolutions for us
to actualize in the past year. I will in my report
give an account of our stewardship thus:
REPORT BY THE NATIONAL PRESIDENT DEACO~ESS FOLUKE OlVIOTAYO
AREOLA FFS AT THE 23RD ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE FISHERIES
SOCIETY OFNIGERIAHELD AT I(ADUNA ON THE2STH OF OCTOBER, 2008.
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Training and Demonstration Workshop on
Black Tiger Shrimps peneaus monodon
For Coastal, State.
The Food and Agriculture Organization ofthe
United Nations (FAO) PROVIDING THE
International consultant, TI1e National Food
Security providing funding for practical
demonstration and the Nigerian Institute of
Oceanography and Marine Research
providing resource persons and facilities
have jointly organized the very first of it's
kind Training and demonstration Workshops
in Nigeria for the coastal States. This is the
very first of its kind and we arc proud to have
been part of it from the inception and
planning stage. You will recall that the
Society had been an advocate of the proper
developl J 1entof shrimp fan 11ing enterprises
in the country emphasizing the fact that the
mistake and losses. incurred by investors in
The Ministry of Animal Health and
Fisheries Development Sokoto.
The Government and people of Sokoto State
have established a Ministry of Animal Health
and Fisheries Development. Congratulations
to Sokoto State.
President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
and the 2008 Public lecture took place at the
prestigious Transcorp Hotel, Abuja. The
lecture "Positioning the Fisheries Sub-sector
of the Nigerian Economy for the attainment
of vision 20 2020 was delivered by the
Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of
Agriculture and Water Resources, Professor
Oladapo Afolabi. A number of issues came up
on that day but one that 1would want us to
deliberate upon has to do with the Ministry
under which The Federal Department of
Fisheries should be placed. I am of the
opinion that the Society has come a very long
way for her to be a full fledged Ministry. It
was one of the Abuja Declarations in 2005 to
which Nigeria was the host and signatory to
that each member country should upgrade
and have a separate Ministry of Fisheries.
Fellowship Investiture Ceremony Of The
Vice President Of The Federal Republic Of
Nigeria, Dr Guodluck Jonathan(GCON)
and the 2008Annual Public Lecture.
The fellowship award ceremony of the Vice
PAN African and Fisheries Association
Conference In AddisAbaba Ethiopia:
For the very first time again the Society was
able to organize thirty three (33no) members
successfully to attend an international
conferenee- The Pan African And Fisheries
Association in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from
the 21" - 26'" of September 2008. Our Society
was given double recognition at the opening
ceremony with our name being mentioned
twiceduring the opening speech by Dr Abbey
the incoming Chairman of the Association
and I am proud to announce that we became a
formidable force at the conference. The
outing was historic and one that we will not
forget in a long time. Ilowever, there is the
need to revisit the issue of the quality of the
papersbeing presented within and outside the
country.
Linkages With Agragex-the Spanish
Manufacturer-Exporters Association.
The Society was able to establish business
linkage between Agragex- The Spanish
Association on Agricultural Machinery,
Components, Irrigation Systems, Livestock
and Post Harvesting Equipment through the
Economic and Commercial office of the
Embassy of Spain in Nigeria with some
corporate members of the Society. The
information on the Association's visit to
Nigeria was very short so we could not reach
as many members as we would have wanted
especially corporate members outside Lagos.
inLagos and 17 participants in Ibadan. A fee
oftwenty thousand Naira (N20; 000.06) was
chargedin order to recover costs.
Infrastructural Development: The Society
hasbeen able through the project to acquire a
Laptop,and a projector screen.
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2002 Uyo Conference Proceeding:
A final decision must be taken now as to how
to retrieve the papers with Prof. Lawrence
Etim.
Paper Prscntation:
We intend implementing all the suggestions
made at the last conference thus:
• Paper presenters must be at the
conference. Presentation by proxy
will only be allowed except under
certain unavoidable situations.
• Paper presentations must be backed
with media publicity
• The adoption of power point
presentation 0fpapers.
Attendance at National Conferences.
The suggestions made at the last conference
can now be incorporated into the reviewed
constitutional documents.
Venue of Next Conference:
The Federal University of Techno logy Akure
has indicated her willingness to host the next
Conference. One of the arguments deduced
was the fact that the Society should at least
allow and honor the first Fisheries Vice-
Chancellor with such hosting rights. No other
request has been received.
of the Society. The committee worked
together for days with the National President
in Lagos. Amendments/ Recommendations
made were forwarded to all Fellows <.-r the
Society for their comments and observations.
These have been incorporated into a new
document and all the amendments made will
have to be ratified by the house at this meeting
after which, it will now be sent to the National
Assembly. There is however the need to
employ the services of a new lawyer based
upon the advice of the immediate Past
President Dr AA. Eyo, as the lawyer handling
it before ean no longer be easily reached. The
new document will there after be officially
submitted atthe National Assembly.
Charter Billl Haz ar d Allowance:
Tremendous improvement has been made
over last year's position at getting the Society
chartered. A committee of members was
chosen from the six geopolitical zone of the
country to review of the existing constitution
Updates on Previous Assignments:
Audit Report: The annual financial report of
the Society comprising of the audited
accounts/report duly signed by the auditor
will be presented by the National Treasurer.
Catalogue of other Achievements: Please
find on the attached sheet a catalogue of
achievements! activities with dates that have
helped to improve on the image of the
Society.
Membership Drive: The professional
membership of the Society now stands at
1098. WE have added 11 new corporate
members, 2 newly inaugurated State chapters
Kebbi and Bayelsa States and three new
NAFIS chapters- Kogi State University,
Adamawa State University, and University of
Maiduguri.
Courtesy Visit To Honourable Minister of
Agriculutre and Water Resources.
A team of elders of the Society accompanied
the National President OIl a courtesy visit to
the Honourable Minister of Agriculture and
Water Resources Dr. Abba Sayyadi ruma on
Tuesday the 21$I of October, 2008, who with
the Permanent Secretary, Professor Oladapo
A. Afolabi received us warmly. The Minister
has indicated his willingness to partner with
the Society to grow the Fisheries sub sector of
the Nigerian economy.
the hands of quack consultants when fish
farming started must not be allowed to repeat
itself. The organizers of the training gave
FrSON good media coverage to air this view
and enlighten the populace on the enormous
rich shell fish potential of'this country.
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1967/68 Faculties of Education, Medicine
were added. Other Faculties came into being
later. The Faculty of Science stemmed from
the nucleus of Nigerian College Departments
of Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics and
Physics. Later Departments or Botany and
Zoology were opened to rep 1ace the
Department of Biology and were later merged
in 1968 as Department of Biological
Sciences. By 1970 the degrees of M.Sc. and
Ph. D. in Botany or Zoology were available.
The postgraduate studies in Fisheries started
in 1980 leading to awards ofM.Sc. and Ph.D.
degrees. At that time the post graduate
degrees were introduced in order to train
members of Staff for teaching and research in
fisheries.
Members of FISON who have been very
active over the years in promoting teaching
and research into fisheries have projected the
name of Ahmadu Bello University to the level
that FISON honoured Ahmadu Bello
University with Corporate Award of
Excellence in2005.
During the presentation of the Award by the
Dean of Faculty of Science, Head of the
Department of Biological Sciences and
membersof Fisheries Society of Nigeria in
attendance I madc it clear that the
University was keenly interested in
elevating the Fisheries Unit. to a
Departmental LeveI
The challenge was intensified by the
accreditation Team to the Faculty of
Agriculture ofwhieh the Leader is one of you
from the University of Technology Akure
who commended the University for well
articulated programmes in the Faculty of
Agriculture and encouraged the University to
mount programmes in Fisheries, Forestry and
Wildlife
The Dean of the Faculty of Agriculture took
up the cha llenge and made concerted effort by
making members of your Society to produce
Curricular in Fisheries, Forestry and Wildlife
Courses. These submissions have passed
through the Faculty Standing Committee and
Address By The Vice - Chancellor Of
Ahmadu BelloUniversity Prof. Shehu U.
Abdullahi, DVM (ABU), PhD ()'lin.),
FCVSN, FIMC, OFR, mni
The Executive Governor of Kaduna State
The Honourable Minister of Agriculture
The Honourable Commissioner of
Agriculture, Kaduna State Heads of Federal
and State Establishments in Zaria and
Kaduna The National President of FISON
Eminent Guests
Members of Fisheries Society of Nigeria
Members of the Press
Distinguished Ladies and Gentle Men
It gives me a great pleasure to welcome you
all to this 23r~Annual National Conference of
the Fisheries Society of Nigeria (fISON)
being jointly hosted by the Kaduna State
Government and Ahmadu Bello University
Ahmadu Bello University was established in
1962 with only Faculties 01" Administration,
Agriculture, Science, Arts and Islamic
Studies, Arts and Social Sciences, Law and in
Appreciation:
On behalf of members of the outgoing
Executive Council, 1wish to thank the Lord
GodAlmighty for preserving our lives for the
past two years especially, since we were
elected by you for service. We are particularly
grateful to the Board of Trustees, The Counci I
forFellows and the entire membership of our
Great Society-The Fisheries Society of
Nigeria. Thank you all for your support-it
made it all too easy for us to succeed. May
Godbless you for your faithfulness.
Publicity:
The Society enjoyed so much publicity both
in the print and air media in the past year.
Interviews of the National President were
reported in several magazines such as Agro
Nigeria, national dailies such as The
Guardian, Punch etc., News Agency of
Nigeria, NTA Channels, Lagos Television,
and others. This is placing in the lime light
and it is a challenge to all members.
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concluded Pan African Fisheries and
Aquaculture Conference at Addis Ababa of
which many FTSON Members attended. Due
to meager resources we could not sponsor
fully the two stan' from Ahmadu Bello
University who attended. However the
University has approved part of the
expenditure so as to encourage future
participation in very relevant Conferences
such as this 23'd Annual Fisheries Society of
Nigeria Conference.
The University has also encouraged your
members from other Universities who are
well experienced to come to ABU on
Sabbatical Leave for cross fertilization of
research ideas and experiences in fisheries.
Personally 1 love eating fish and the
practicing members of FISON in Ahmadu
Bello University did encourage me to go into
fish farming. This [ have accepted and I am
only waiting for my tenure in AB.U to finish
after which Iwill have more time to integrated
farming and certainly it will include fish
farming.
I went through the flyer for the announcement
of the Conference. The theme of the
Conference "Financial Institutions and
Challenges in the Fish Industry" is very
appropriate. With all the Financial
Institutions headed by the Governor of
Centra) Bank, who is delivering keynote
address, in attendance Tam of the opinion that
solutions will be proffered to the non-access
of the poor Iishcrfolks to financial backing. T
am therefore wishing the Society very useful
deliberations.
Thankyou.AB.U. has acquired large land for farming of
arable crops where two medium sized water
reservoirs have been impounded for domestic
water supply. I believe the integration of fish
farrning on large scale is therefore feasible in
the nearest future for fingerling and table size
fish production.
The University is also encouraging her
members of' Staff to actively participate in
both local and international fisheries
conferences. I was aware of the recently
presently they are with the Planning Unit of
Ahrnadu Bello University who is going
through the submissions in consultation with
the National University Commission. I
strongly believe that these Proposals when
presented to the Senate of the University will
receive the necessary blessings I full
therefore pleased to inform this August
Gathering that both the Department of
Fisheries and Department of Forestry and
Wildlife will soon be added to the existing
Departments in the Faculty of Agriculture.
This is inline with the policy of Agricultural
Education as appro 'ed by the National
University Commission and the Federal
Govemment.
You may be aware that Kaduna State is
already receiving impact of global warming
and there is already degradation which has
led the Forestry Research Institute of
Nigeria to embark on forestry
mechanization. Also considering the
number of reservoirs/lakes with their
surface areas, Kaduna State comes fourth
position among the 36 States and Federal
Capital Territory. This position therefore
enhances both capture and culture fisheries.
Presently the University is supporting the
fish stock assessment of reservoirs/lakes in
Kaduna and other States in the north-west of
Nigeria in order to enhance fish production.
The University is in collaboration with
neighbouring States to promote fisheries
training at various levels in order to foster
aquaculture production in these States.
